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Presentation 

The European Parliament declared a climate emergency in November 2019. The 
Spanish government did so on 21 January 2020. In both cases, the goal is to achieve 
climate neutrality by 2050. To this end, it is considered that education, in all its 
manifestations, must play a key role in two ways: firstly, in achieving social 
acceptance of the seriousness and threat potential of the climate crisis to generate 
public involvement and the necessary consensus to promote more ambitious 
mitigation and adaptation policies and, secondly, as a cultural strategy to promote 
profound changes in lifestyles that will significantly reduce the environmental impact 
they generate, in addition to facilitating the transition towards more sustainable and 
fairer ways of life. In coherence with these objectives, it is necessary to promote basic 
and applied research aimed at strengthening social responses to the climate crisis, in 
general, and responses from school education and social education, in particular. This 
is a pressing need, as we need to accelerate the social and cultural changes necessary 
to significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions and to minimise human 
vulnerabilities to the already unavoidable impacts of the increasingly evident and 
damaging destabilisation of the Earth's climate. Given the inherent urgency of this 
situation, it is surprising that the climate crisis plays a relatively minor role in 
educational research programmes. 

Another relevant dimension for focusing educational responses to the climate crisis is 
the temporal dimension. In this regard, the UN's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC), in its latest reports, highlights the imperative need to boost the 
resources of education, information and community approaches in order to 
accelerate the social and cultural changes that will allow us to have any chance of 
achieving the goals set in 2015, within the framework of the Paris Agreement, to limit 
the increase in the planet's average temperature to 1.5ºC or, as a lesser evil, to 2ºC by 
the end of this century. 

The climate emergency is one of the main exponents of the socio-environmental 
crises we have suffered since the Industrial Revolution, placing us before a new era 
characterised as the Anthropocene, whose scientific evidence is linked to the 
exponential increase in the levels of emissions over the last hundred years. The culture 
of sustainability is an essential part of sustainable human development, in interaction 
with a wide and diversified range of socio-environmental, ethical, territorial and 
technological elements, to which educational research will have to pay priority 
attention. In correspondence with this reality, the monograph that we present here 



aims to bring together articles of research and pedagogical reflection that contribute 
to inspiring and guiding educational responses congruent with the magnitude of the 
climate crisis, with the structural nature of the social changes necessary to confront it 
and with the urgent need to address these changes in order to avoid the worst future 
scenarios of a hostile climate, the evidence of which is already part of the present. 

Descriptors 

The articles presented can respond to the following themes: 

• Pedagogical challenges to educate in time in the face of climate emergency 
and socio-ecological transition processes. 

• Transnational and intercultural patterns of perception of causes and 
consequences of climate change. 

• Realities and challenges for education in curricular and social contexts to 
address the resistance of popular culture in the face of scientific evidence. 

• Training actions in contexts of vulnerability and environmental risks: 
strategies, programmes and resources for adaptation and mitigation. 

• Climate literacy, training and resistance to change. 
• Disruptive training, quality teaching materials and resources as catalysts for 

climate emergence. 
• Educational and community experiences for the transformation of lifestyles 

in the socio-ecological transition. 

Questions 

The following are some guiding questions on the topics of interest in the monograph:  

- What are the main challenges to be considered for educating in the face of the 
climate emergency and the socio-ecological transition process? 

- Are there transnational and intercultural patterns that help to increase 
perceptions of the causes and consequences of climate change? 

- What are the main challenges to be taken into account in order to educate in 
curricular and social contexts, in favour of environmental education, the 
culture of sustainability and the climate emergency, in contexts dominated by 
the resistance of popular culture? 

- What training actions, materials and educational resources should be 
favoured to promote environmental education in people, throughout the 
different levels of education? 

- What educational and community experiences favour the transformation of 
lifestyles in the current socio-ecological transition, marked by the climate 
emergency? 
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